Padma Shri

KUMARI THIYAM SURYAMUKHI DEVI

Kumari Thiyam Suryamukhi Devi is a famous Manipuri classical dancer.

2. Born on 8" December, 1935, Kumari Suryamukhi Devi started her career as a child stage artiste
of theatre and started learning Manipuri dance from Guru Maisnam Amubi Singh. She also learnt from
other gurus like Yambem Mahavir Singh, Haobam Atomba Singh, Amudon Sharma, Kh. Lokeshwar, A.
Yaimgbi Singh, Th. Babu Singh etc. She worked and trained with contemporary choreographers -
notably Shri Apunikarta, Shri Prabhat Ganguli and Shri Narendra Sharma. She received training in
Chhau dance of Mayurbhanj from Shri Krishnachandra Naik.

3. Kumari Suryamukhi Devi presented classical solo dance in 1952 at the occasion of All India Music
and Dance Conference sponsored by the Bharatiya Kala Kendra, Delhi and many more performances in
Calcutta, Allahabad etc. In 1954, as a member of the Manipuri troupe of the Indian Cultural Delegation, she
visited U.S.S.R., Czechoslovakia, Tashkent, Uzbek, Poland, Sweden, Switzerland etc. During the visit, she
performed Manipuri dance at the iconic Bolsoi Theatre and got the golden chance of witnessing the legendary
"Swan Lake" ballet - a timeless classic. As a member of Indian Cultural Delegation, she visited Peking,
Shangaiin 1955 and China, Vietnam, Malaysia, Philippines, Hong Kong in 1956. She joined the Little Ballet
Troupe, Andheri, Bombay in 1957, and visited France, United Kingdom, South America, Tunisia, Holland,
Scotland, Morocco etc. The Sangeet Natak Akademi organised Tagore Centenary Celebrations in 1961, in
which she presented the Manipuri dance-drama "Chitrangada" under the able guidance of Guru Amubi
Singh at Talkatora Camp at Delhi. In 1967 she performed Dasa Avatar in dance drama 'Khandita' at the Geet
Govinda Celebrations organised by Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi.

4. In 1968 as a member the Little Ballet Troupe, Gwalior, Kumari Suryamukhi Devi participated in
cultural programmes at Mexico Olympic and toured U.S.A. Japan, Thailand, Indonesia. She joined
'‘Ballet Unit' of Jawaharlal Nehru Manipuri Dance Akademi as the Senior Production Assistant and
played many important roles and worked as an assistant choreographer. One of the ballets 'Keibul
Lamjao' participated in 5" London International Festival of Theatre and bagged five merit awards. Its film
version,"Sangai - Dancing deer of Manipur” is also very famous and bagged many awards. She also
participated in the Seoul International Folk Lorie Festival (Asiad 1986). She had given many solo dance
performances like, Abhimanyu, Dasa Avataar, Krishna Biraha, Sakhi Ukti, Basak Sajika Nila Kamala at
different Classical Manipuri Solo Dance Festivals organised by Manipur State Kala Akademi.

S. Kumari Suryamukhi Devi established Research Centre for Manipuri Performing Arts in 1984 and
imparts training to young artistes in the field of classical Manipuri solo dance. She composed many solo
items - Basanta Varnan, Sakhi Ukti, Yasoda, Dooti Sambad . She trained many students who came from
different parts of the country and stayed at her residence for a month under Guru-Sishya Parampara system
and gave lecture-cum-demonstration as requested by the SPIC-MACAY to be the Guru since 1986.

6. Kumari Suryamukhi Devi is the recipient of numerous awards and honors. The Sangeet Natak
Akademi, New Delhi, conferred her Akademi Award' in 2003. The Manipur State Kala Akademi has given
her 'Akademi Award'in 1985. The Manipur Sahitya Parishad honoured her as 'Nritya Ratna'(Classical) in
2015. She was honoured with 'Guru Tarunkumar Sanman' in 2009 and many more accolades by the

local institutions and organisations.
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